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Healthy Babies Bright Futures Announces Launch of Innovative New City-Focused Program

Three Cities to Become “Beacon City” Partners with Healthy Babies Bright Futures on Earth Day 2016

(April 22, 2016) – Healthy Babies Bright Futures’ (HBBF) Bright Cities program is launching on Earth Day 2016 with its first cohort of cities.  Bright Cities is a national program that is specifically designed to help local governments reduce neurotoxic chemical exposures in children when they are most vulnerable.  Exposure to toxic chemicals is so widespread and the impacts on brain development are so severe that leading scientists and doctors call it “a silent epidemic.” When exposure to neurotoxic or “brain drain” chemicals is higher, so are incidences of ADHD, behavioral problems, cognitive delays, and low birth weight. Studies also show that disproportionately high exposure to these chemicals is one important reason why children below the poverty line are more likely to have intellectual disabilities.
While toxic chemicals are not the sole cause for these lifelong effects, they are among the most preventable.  It is within our reach to protect the learning capacities of millions of children and reduce community and individual expenditures on special education, social services, and specialized health care. Because local governments are involved in areas as diverse as air quality and public health to codes related to building materials, Bright Cities will measurably impact the life-long brain health of their communities’ children.  

Today phase one of the program, called the “Beacon City” phase, will begin in Salt Lake City Utah, Minneapolis Minnesota, and Dearborn Michigan. With tailored support from HBBF, these cities will complete an assessment of their community’s unique current risks, priorities and opportunities related to neurotoxic chemical exposures. They will engage in public process to educate the community and gather stakeholder input on a final plan to reduce or eliminate the impact on babies’ brains of these dangerous chemical exposures.

HBBF will provide resources to assist the community with the effort, from access to experts and scientific data to information about return on investment and policy and programmatic assistance.  The program will also provide funding resources and/or assistance in identifying funding for local governments to pursue related efforts.  HBBF will award each of these cities up to $10,000 to help underwrite the cost of the Beacon City phase activities.

“Local governments tend to be pragmatic, service oriented, and deeply involved in relevant policy and program areas.   HBBF is thrilled to be launching this ground-breaking program to work with cities to capitalize on opportunities to protect the brains and life long health of their most vulnerable residents,” said Heidi Gerbracht, National Program Director of Bright Cities.  

About Healthy Babies Bright Futures:

Healthy Babies Bright Futures is an alliance of non-profit organizations, philanthropies and scientists that designs and implements projects to reduce babies’ exposure to toxic chemicals during the most vulnerable and significant periods of development:  in utero and from birth to age two.


